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Hollywood actors and screenwriters go on strike 2023 4% 7 145 338

@ What is a strike?... When there is a strike, workers stop doing their work for a period of time, usually

in order to try to get better pay or working conditions for themselves. [Collins Dictionary]

On July 13th, leaders of the US actors’ union (DSAG-AFTRA went on strike, after the failure of
negotiations with the AMPTP(Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers) on the previous day.
Actors will not appear in films or even promote movies during the stoppage. A Scottish actor Brian Cox
told BBC that the strike could last until the end of the year.

SAG-AFTRA stands for the Screen Actors Guild - American Federation of Television and Radio Artists.
It is an American labor union which represents film and TV actors, singers, voice actors, models, DJs, and
other performers. The organization has about 160,000 members, and 98% of them had voted in favor

of authorizing a strike.

In Los Angeles and New York, thousands of actors joined screenwriters on the picket lines on July
13th, More than 11,000 screenwriters of 2the Writers Guild of America had already gone on strike in

May. The last time when both Hollywood actors and screenwriters went on strike together was in 1960,
when former US President Ronald Reagan, then an actor, was the president of SAG-AFTRA.

The strikes came at a time when (3the major media and tech companies are trying to cut costs. The

companies include Amazon, Apple, CBS, Disney, NBC Universal, Netflix, Paramount Global, Sony, and

Warner Bros. Discovery. Many of these companies have seen drops in their stock prices last year.
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Q1 RFFAFLIIFTT b,

Q2 Who went on strike on July 13th in Los Angeles and New York?

Q3 According to a Scottish actor Brian Cox, until when could the strike last?

Q4 (WSAG-AFTRA, XU @the Writers Guild of America 1Z 2T
(1) @@z, #HERET IEETT D,
(2) How many members are there in (DSAG-AFTRA and @the Writers Guild of America?

Q5 When did screenwriters go on strike?
Q6 When was the last time when both Hollywood actors and screenwriters went on strike together?
Q7 Who was the president of SAG-AFTRA at that time?
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Streaming has significantly impacted the film industry in terms of how films are produced and
distributed and how customers enjoy them. In 2018, 28% of people preferred to watch a movie in a theater,
compared to 15% who favored streaming. However, during the COVID-19 pandemic, many theaters lost
billions after closing their doors. By June 2020, the percentage of adults who preferred seeing a movie in
a theater fell to 14%, and 36% chose streaming instead.

@ By going on strike, both groups have demanded two things. First, an increase of wages and residuals.
(“Residuals” are the money actors receive when their movie or show is broadcast again.) Unlike when a
show is released on a television network, actors and writers who work on shows for streaming services
don’t get paid based on how many people view their content and the ads that are aired alongside it.
Secondly, they want protection from the threat of Artificial Intelligence(AI). Hollywood often uses Al
to create backgrounds and props with scratch to reduce production period and budgets. Actors fear that
Al could be used to duplicate their voices and likenesses. Actors want guarantees that Al and computer-
generated faces and voices will not replace them. They say they want to be paid if Al systems use the
actors’ images and voices to produce new contents.

At their press conference on July 13th, some SAG-AFTRA members said, “The studios proposed to pay
background actors for just one day’s work, in exchange for companies taking scans that can be used to
create their digital likenesses.” The proposal also stated that the companies can use it in perpetuity in any

project they want, with no consent and no compensation.
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Q10 Do you or your family use streaming service such as Netflix, Amazon Prime and so on?
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Q16 For what purpose do Hollywood film companies use Al such as Scratch?
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https://www.thedartmouth.com/article/2022/10/trends-streaming-services#:~:text=Over%20the%20last%20decade%2C%20interest,and%20damages%20the%20industry%20irrevocably.
https://variety.com/2021/film/news/amc-theatres-4-6-billion-loss-covid-1234927642/
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E Screenplay writers have already been protesting since May. They also want guarantees from film
studios that their jobs would not be threatened by AI. They also fear that producers may use Al to write
screenplays, or use the technology to complete unfinished screenplays.

At a press conference on July 13th, Fran Drescher, the president of SAG-AFTRA, gave a powerful
speech. “We are the victims here. We are being victimized by a very greedy entity. ...Our union and our
sister unions and the unions around the world are standing by us, as well as other labor unions, because
at some point the jig is up. You cannot keep being dwindled and marginalized and disrespected and
dishonored. The entire business model has been changed by streaming, digital, AI. If we don’t stand tall
right now, we are all going to be in jeopardy of being replaced by machine."

Meanwhile, Disney CEO Bob Iger condemned the strike action as “very disruptive” at the “worst

time”, and called the expectations of writers and actors “just not realistic”.
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Q20 According to Fran Drescher, what has changed the entire movie business model?

Q21 What did Disney CEO Bob Iger say about the strike of actors and screenwriters?

Q22 Do you support Hollywood actors and screenwriters for going on strike and demanding salary

increase and protection from the threat of AI?

Q23 Do you think that Japanese actors and screenwriters should also go on strike and demand salary

increase and protection from the threat of AI?

AUy LA A M A (202347 A 15 H) [ LM BIZ/ 14y - HAH

Fran Drescher delivers fiery speech against Hollywood studios as actors strike
[Guardian News, 2 43 - %3k ] SAG-AFTRA £ Fran Drescher K2 v —F (10 Bi%

%:08) “The entire business model has been changed by streaming, digital, AI. If we don’t

stand tall right now, we are all going to be in jeopardy of being replaced by machine."
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1. Thousands of actors and screenwriters went on strike, after the failure of negotiations with the major

media and tech companies.

2. Streaming has significantly impacted the film industry in terms of how films are produced and

distributed and how customers enjoy them.
3. First, they have demanded an increase of wages and residuals.
4. Actors and screenwriters want guarantees that Artificial Intelligence will not replace them.

5. “The entire business model has been changed by streaming, digital, AL.”
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